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"SHOULD ALL THi PEOPLE DECID® WHAT DIRZCTION TH GOVERN NT SHOULD 
TAKa, OR SHOULD ONLY THe POLITICIANS DO THAT?" 


This question was asked of a representative cross-section of the 
inhabitants of the American Zone during November, 19,7 by inter- 
viewers for IcD Opinion Surveys, Because it was feared that the 
word "politicians" (Politiker). might have a negatively biasing 
effect, the split-ballot technique was used, and for another, 
exactly comparable half of the sample the word "experts" (Fach= 
leute) was substituted, ; 


The results show that there is an overwhelming majority in favor 

of the popular determination of policy, as opposed to its determi- 
nation by either politicians or experts. Between seven and eight 
people in ten (depending on the wording used) come out firmly for 
the more democratic solution. When the alternative offered is 
"experts", slightly less than onc person in four fevor the "experts." 
When "politicians" are offered in opposition to "all the people," 
only one person in seven will accept them. Clearly, "experts" are 
more popular than "politicians." The figures follows 


"Should all the people decide what direction the government 
should take, or should only the vee 


eee Politicians eee experts 


do that?" ».« do that?" 
All the people 18% 10;4 
Only (politicians) (experts) U 23 
No opinion 8 7 


As might be oxpectud, this attitude is closely rolated to other 
attitudes which arw democratic in nature. when asked whether they 
thought that some human rights aru inalivnable, or whether the 
statu had a right'to suspend any rights when necessary, those who 
voted for rule by the people tended also to vote for tne inviol- 
ability of human rights, while the others tended to vote for their 
suspension when necessarye. 


Policy should be Folicy should be 
determined by see determined by see 
the the the the 


people politicians people experts 


Any of tho individual's 

rights may be susp unded 

by the state if it servos 

the good of the psopl« 

to do so lj 46% 38% L6p 


Thu individual has curtain 
rights which tne State can 
not under any conditions 


suspend } 52 bd 52 Une, bck 
Ne opinion we) B4 _10 raise 
100%: [Oo# 100% 100% 


Digitized by the Internet Archive 
in 2024 with funding from 
University of Alberta Library 


https://archive.org/details/governmentbypoli00unse 
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Similarly, when questioned about racial theory, those people who 
thought the axpurts should determine policy also tended to think 
that somes races were more fit to rule than otherse 


"Do you tiink that some of the races of mankind 
are more fit vo rule than others are?" 


Policy should be determined by »o. 


the people the experts 
Yes = 13% 18h 
No 4h, 3h 
No opiaion 13 18 
100% 100% 


It is interusting to note, from Tables I & II (below), that most 
strongly opposed to both politicians and experts are the members 
of political parties. These party members appear most consist- 
ently in fawor of duturmination of policy by the people themselves, 
On the othor hand, vducatsd people appear to differentiate sharply 
betwen thie two choices offered. They reject thu politician 
sharply, when given that choice, and votu for the pvople by a 
greater margin than thu population avurage. But when the choice 
is between "the people" and "uxperts", the vote for the pcople 
drops ‘below tho average for the population, and practically thre 
vduca.ted pyople out of ten say they are willing to leave the 
basic policy ducisions to those whom they accept as “wexperts". 


Only two other population groups show up conspicuously in their 
responses’ to this question. Men, as compared with women, and 
Miser us, as opposed to the people in other Launder, each show 
. Jarper vote for thu deturmination of policy by the people, 
rather than by either special group. 


SUMMARY 


About three people in every four in the American Zone of Germany 
pay at least lip survice to the democratic thesis that basic 
policy should be determined by the people, rather than by poli- 
ticians or experts. This attitude is related to several other 
"democratic" attitudes, Cf the alternatives provide.i, pecple are 
more willing to trust "experts" than "politicians". More than 
other groups, members of political parties are in favor of determ- 
ination of policy by the people. jducated people are «sore opposed 
to "politicians", but tend rather to accept the label "expert" . 
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TABLE J 


"Should all the people determine what direction the government 
should follow, or should cnly the politicians do that?" 


People Politicians 


AMZOi¥ 78% 
Bavaria 76 
Hesse Sic 
W-Baden a9 
Berlin §3 
PARTY =MEMBERS HIP 
Member 92 
Non-Member ash 
Men employable &6 
Women employable 71 
EDUCATION 
Hight years or less 76 
Nine years or more 85 
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"Should all the people determine what direction the government 
should follow, or should only the experts do that?" 


People 
AMZON 71% 
Bavaria” © 66 
Hesse 76 
VWi-Baden (ee 
Berlin | fae 
PARTY-MEMBERSUIP 
Member 82 
Non=Meinbor 69 
SX | 
Men employable 78 
Women employable 65 
_ EDUCATION 
Kight years or less 70 
-Nine years or snore 67 
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